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Food Pantry 
Incentive to 
Spay/Neuter  

 These days more folks 
need help with expenses they 
could manage in the recent 
past.  To that need, several 
animal welfare alliance 
organizations are providing a 
pet food pantry to pet owners 
who need a little hand.   
 
 Darcie Kurtz of Friends 
of Indianapolis Dogs Outside 
(FIDO) contacted SNSI to let 
us know there would be a dog 
and cat food pantry beginning 
in February at Animal Care & 
Control at 2600 South 
Harding in 
Indianapolis.  Darcie 
further wanted to be 
able to offer free or 
low-cost spay/neuter 
surgeries to unaltered 
pets utilizing the food 
pantry.   
 
 SNSI is 
pleased to be able to 
fund these surgeries. 

ñPet Friendlyò 
License Plate 

Status  

A few people your 
donations to SNSI helped 
this quarter:  
 

A college student with a 
male and female cat and a 
desire to avoid kittens. 
A central Indiana couple 
with a 7-month old cat 
named Pursey. 
A woman who needed to 
spay/neuter an adult male 
and female dog and 9 
puppies. 
A Spencer couple who 
recently moved to Indiana, 
but have yet to find jobs. 
A kind-hearted woman 
who is caring for two 
puppies that were saved 
from neglect. 

 The March 31st 
specialty plate application 
deadline is quickly 
approaching, and we are hard 
at work to make sure all the iôs 
are dotted and tôs are crossed.  
 
 SNSI has collected over 
1,000 signatures of Indiana 
residents committed to 
purchasing the plate if it is 
issued. Thatôs double the 
number of signatures required 
to submit the application! 

 Demand is strong, and 
we are excited to move one 
step closer to the pet friendly 
license plate.  
 
 Be sure to check our 
web site periodically to stay 
abreast of the license plate 
status. 

Photo shows organized bins of pet food ready for distribution  
at Indianapolis Animal Care & Control. 

Find details on additional pet food pantry resources at 
www.spayneuterservices.org/AnimalAssistance.pdf 
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Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana, Inc. is a 
nonprofit, all-volunteer organization 

supported by people who care. It was 
formed in 1977 to provide a solution to 

the unnecessary killing of cats and dogs. 
 

Spay-Neuter Services  
of Indiana, Inc.  

Post Office Box 55917  

Indianapolis, IN 46205 -0917 

www.spayneuterservices.org  
info@spayneuterservices.org  

 

Voice Mail 317.767.7771  
 

A Stitch in Time is published by  
Spay-Neuter Services  

of Indiana, Inc. 
© 2010 All Rights Reserved. 

Board of Directors  

In Memory of Donald C. Hafer by 
Don C. Nesler 
In Memory of Winnie Flowers by 

Julieanne Davidson 
In Memory of Coco, beloved pet of 

Don Nesler and Russell Lind by 
Sandra Orr Malcom 
In Memory of Winifred Flowers by 

MG Winslow 
 In Memory of Xandra Hamiltonôs 

Dear Sweetie by Marilyn Greenlee & 
Carol Kubli 

Remembering Special 
Friends, Family, and Pets  

Current Program Reference  
 SNSI Board is working 
365 days a year to bring 
affordable, easy-to-use and 
convenient spay/neuter 
programs for cats and dogs to 
Central Indiana. 
 Some programs are 
during specific times of the 
year and others are year-
round. Below we highlight the 
spay/neuter program SNSI is 
promoting at this time: 

SNSI's Spay Neuter  
Assistance Program (SNAP)  
To qualify for assistance, you 

must meet the income 
guidelines shown on the SNAP 

Application or qualify due to 
considerations other than 

income (see the application for 
considerations). Under this 

SNAP Program, the cost of the 
spay or neuter procedure for 
your cat or dog will be $20. 

Download from website 
www.spayneuterservices.org 

or call  
Voice Mail 317.767.7771  

to receive  by mail. 

Shelly Bingle 
Verna Boggs 

Cyndi Cardenas 
Juli Erhart-Graves  
Xandra Hamilton 
Christine Jeschke 

Ashley Kidd 
Mike Kyle 

Anne Maxwell- 
McCabe 

Cheri Storms 
Rebecca Warren 

Winifred 
Flowers  

(1924 ð2009)  

 SNSI lost one of the 
good ones with the passing of 
one of its co-founders and the 
organizationôs first president this 
past Fall. 
 
 More than 30 years ago, 
Winifred Flowers and Joyce 
Crowell took note of a growing 
number of strays and dead 
animals on the streets of 
Indianapolis and decided to do 
something about it.  Today, we 
are a much better and more 
civilized community because of 
their compassion, endurance 
and dedication to the cause of 
SNSIôs principles. 
 
 Winnie will be greatly 
missed by pet lovers 
everywhere. 

Helping Homeless 
 
 Habitat for Dogmanity 
provides opportunities to help the 
homeless or outdoor living 
animals in Indianapolis and the 
surrounding community.   They 
work with local animal welfare 
organizations to supplement their 
efforts to improve the life of these 
animals. 
 
 Dogmanity volunteers are 
working on projects now and in 
the future with FIDO, Indianapolis 
Animal Care and Control, the 
Humane Society of Indianapolis, 
and IndyFeral. 
 

Learn more at 
www.habitatfordogmanity.org 

Letter of Thanks to 
SNSI Supporters 
 
The stray and feral cat population 
produces 80% of the kittens born 
each year and is the largest 
source of cat overpopulation.   
 
IndyFeral is trying to provide 
more ñtargetedò Trap-Neuter-
Return (TNR) services in the 
areas with the highest 
impoundment rates.  These 
include the near Eastside, 
Irvington, Fountain Square, Mars 
Hill, Lawrence and the Southport 
neighborhoods.  Many of the 
residents in these 
neighborhoods live at or below 
200% of the federal poverty level.  
 
The financial support we receive 
from our partnership with SNSI is 
critical in our efforts to provide 
TNR services to these residents 
and the cats they seek to help. 
 
 Lisa Tudor 
 Executive Director 
 IndyFeral 
 www.indyferal.org 
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SNSI thanks 
Hair Ball 2009 

sponsor 

www.wefinancialadvisors.com 

Keeping Tabs  
 

 Spay/neuter totals are 
still coming in for 2009.  The 
numbers show SNSI 
continues to snip away at pet 
overpopulation.  
 
February/October programs: 
 February = 596 
 October = 516 
All Other Programs = 3,808  
Total 2009 = 4,920 
 
Total since 1977 = 59,052  

 You may have heard of 
the Florida man who was recently 
bitten by an alligator while trying 
to save his baby, Mandyéwho 
just happens to be his dog. Itôs a 
touching tale that illustrates how, 
many times, pets are considered 
family members.  
  
 Given that relationship, itôs 
important not to overlook planning 
for our pets after weôre gone. 
Some simply rely on a verbal 
agreement that a chosen friend or 
relative will provide a good home 
to an orphaned pet.  
 
 However, Indiana is one of 
40 states that allow and enforce 
pet trusts for those who want to 
ensure their beloved pet is 
financially cared for. Even if a pet 
trust is beyond the scope of your 
estate planning, arranging for a 
trusted caregiver and including 
those arrangements in your will 
can give you peace of mind.  The 
more you can arrange in advance, 
the less likely your baby will end 
up in a shelter. 

Five Saves 
Lives  

 As advocates of spay/
neuter, we recognize why  spay/
neuter is so important to our 
community and the health of our 
dogs and cats. However, because 
more than half of all pet 
sterilizations occur after the dog 
or cat has reached reproductive 
maturity, the message of when  to 
spay/neuter has not been as 
effective.  
 
 In fact, Katie, a Cocker 
Spaniel, was testament to how 
delaying spay/neuter to 
adulthood can result in health 
problems. When Katie went to 
live with her new owner, she was 
two and had not yet been 
altered. The new owner promptly 
got her spayed. A year later, as 
Katie was getting her tummy 
rubbed, her owner noticed a 
lump. It was discovered Katie 
had cancer. The lump was 
successfully removed, but a 
short time later the owner again 
found another lump in the same 
breast as the first. At that time, 
the entire breast was removed. 
 
 Katie went on to live a 

long, happy life. However, had 
Katie been spayed early in her 
life, it is likely she would have 
never developed the cancer. That 
would have prevented her from 
having to undergo two surgeries 
as well as the costs associated 
with those surgeries. 
 
 The Spay Before Five 
Months (SpayB4V) Campaign 
seeks to spread the word that 
spaying/neutering before five 
months of age avoids unplanned 
litters as well as provides critical 
health benefits. To find out more, 
visit www.fivesaveslives.org.  

Beauôs original owner made 
arrangements for his care prior 
to her death. Heôs now with  

a family that loves him  
as much as she did.  

Planning For 
Pets  

http://www.fivesaveslives.org

